Explore the theme of loneliness and isolation in “Of Mice and Men.”

Section 1 - Introduction (Two paragraphs maximum) 
· Summarise the story.
· Explain what you are going to write about.
· Introduce John Steinbeck and his life.
· Describe the historical context of the novel. 
· How did the Great Depression make workers isolated or lonely? (See Setting and Context on thisisenglish.net for help with this)

Section 2 - Setting and the lives of workers (Two paragraphs)

· The ranch is isolated from the town and other people 

· The main characters in the novel are ranch workers who are described as lonely 

· Ranch work is not long term.  All of the workers, except Candy and Crooks, are only passing through 

· The Boss is suspicious of George and Lennie because they are friends 

· The other ranch workers cannot understand that George cares for Lennie 

Section 3 - Key Questions (One paragraph per question) 
· How does Steinbeck use animal imagery to make it clear that George and Lennie are doomed to loneliness? 
· How are characters “outsiders” in Of Mice and Men? 

Section 4 - Character Studies (Three paragraphs)

Crooks

· Why is he not allowed to stay in the bunkhouse?
· How do his possessions show he is private?
Curley’s wife

· What do we learn about loneliness by looking at Curley’s Wife - From the moment that she is introduced; she does not fit in with the rest of the characters or the ranch setting?
· Why do the rest of the characters ignore her?
· Why is she not even given a name? What does this tell us about her loneliness? 
Candy

· What do we learn when the other workers cannot understand his friendship with the dog and just see it as a nuisance and want it shot?
Lennie and George
· Introductory sentence – who you will write about in this paragraph.

· Choose up to three of points of your own to write about.
Conclusion (One paragraph)
· Summarise your main points from each paragraph.
